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Santa Barbara County Fire History

Year Fire Name Acres
Homes 

Lost

1964 Coyote 67,000 100+

1971 Romero 14,538 4

1977 Sycamore 805 234

1977 Hondo 10,000 0

1979 Eagle 4,530 5

1990 Painted Cave 4,900 524

1993 Marre 43,864 0

2002 Sudden 7,160 0

2004 Gaviota 7,440 1

2007 Zaca 240,207 0

2008 Gap 9,445 0

2008 Tea 1,940 238

2009 Jesusita 8733 80

2016 Sherpa 7,474 0

2016 Rey 32,606 0

2016 Canyon 12,518 0

2017 Thomas 281,893 1,063

2019 Cave 3,126 0

Zaca

Tea



2004 City of Santa Barbara 
Wildland Fire Plan

 Established local High Fire Hazard Areas
 Outlined and prioritized fuel reduction 

areas
• Vegetation Management Units

 Identified need for better clearance on 
major evacuation routs

 Defensible Space improvements needed
Currently renewing and renaming to CWPP



How do we pay for it?
 May 2006 – Ballot mailed to all property owners who 

would be asked to pay the proposed Wildland Fire 
Suppression Assessment District

 July 2006 – Santa Barbara City Council approved formation 
of Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District to fund 
specific services to reduce the impacts associated with 
wildfire

 Duration: One year with an annual renewal process



Services Provided
 Vegetation Road Clearance (Sept. – Jan.)
 Defensible Space Assistance

• Voluntary Evaluations
• Chipping Services (March-June)

 Vegetation Management
• Community Fuels Treatment Network and 

Vegetation Management Units
 Identified and prioritized in City Wildland Fire 

Plan
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Encroaching Hedges
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14 Miles Treated Annually



Defensible
Space

Evaluations



Chipping Services

Chipping available to all 
Assessment District residents

Encourages property owners to create 
defensible space 

Provides a cost effective way to              
dispose of material

Approximately 300 tons of flammable 
vegetation removed annually

3500+ tons removed since 2008

100% of the chips recycled





Vegetation Management
•Remove Flammable Vegetation

•Remove Ladder Fuels

•Reduce Fuel Load 30-75%

•Remove Dead Vegetation

•Remove Exotic and Invasive 
Plant Species

•Protect natural resources, 
special status species (i.e. plants 
and animals)

Challenges

•Biological Requirements

•Limited Access 



Vegetation Management Areas





BEFORE AFTER



BEFORE AFTER





Annual Renewal
An Engineer’s Report is required in the adopting 
resolution

Consumer Price Index determines annual rate 
increase; not to exceed 4%.

Rate for 2019-2020: 
 $84.86 per single family parcel-Foothill Zone
 $105.23 per single family parcel-Extreme 

Foothill Zone



Costs of Services

SALARY AND BENEFITS 40% 113,493 

ALLOCATIONS 14% 39,189 

PROJECT COSTS 46% 129,512 

100% 282,194 



2016 UCSB Bren School Study
Research Questions:
1. How much do residents approve of 

and use the services?
2. How effective are the vegetation 

management strategies at reducing 
fire risk?

3. What other cities in California would 
benefit from a similar fire 
management district?



Survey Distribution
Sent

• 16 questions 
• 3,323 – Foothill High Fire Zone
• 852 – Coastal High Fire Zone

Returned

• Foothill: 480 (14%)
• Coastal: 92 (10%)



Resounding Approval



Perceived VS Actual Risk







Key Recommendations




